Sir, In his reply to our earlier letter (1985; 53: 350) it seems to us that Dr T N James has misconstrued the point we wish to make. In our letter it is clear that when we speak of the division of the ventricular bundle branches we discuss the division ofall the bundle branches. The relevant sentence is "if the tissue within the insulated sheaths is divided". Here we use the plural "sheaths" and clearly refer-to the entirety of the bundle branches. Dr James's comments concerning the division of an individual bundle branch are entirely appropriate. To the best of our knowledge, however, if all the bundle branches are divided (in the absence of any pathways for pre-excitation) then conduction into the ventricle does indeed cease. In other words, division of an anatomically discrete system will prevent the conduction. We restate our contention that this is not the case with the atrial myocardium; this is the point that we asked Dr James to answer. The Annual General Meeting for 1986 will take place in York on 2 and 3 April 1986, and the closing date for receipt of abstracts will be 2 January 1986.
